
For a Clean Flag.Life Work of a Modem Betsy Ross
I1Y JOHN BLFItBTU WATKINf*.

ARB YOU for a clean fla.-r? Fri¬
day next, Its 135Ub birthday,
will you Join the crusade for

Old Qlory's deHveruuae from com-
m-irclul prostitution?
Tho members ut fifty-six patriotic

societies.upward of a million men,
women and cJilldrm -ir already in
line. TbiH Ping l»»y win und their
struggle gaining, but a:, y t unwon.

All of the grt-ut powers of Europe
and four of our Latin-American n,!k-n-
bw» have ^u.ws i»roh'<bltiliig the dcse-
cratlon of th -h national vnrablems. We
have no Federal stiitute to that effect.
Only a partial list ,>r our Common¬
wealths have State |awa on the stib-
>t»2t. Und; Sam shuts the g-Jteu of
lntcrsta.tr, commerce To articles having
labels that offend honesty, but not to
lho.sc having laftcls that off. nd pa¬
triotism.not, f"r example, to "whisky
bottles and IbtUr bot;!,a whcso labels
are AmiitrlCan flags superimposed with
the names of distillers und brewers.

It was n woman who mother-ed ti;e
Star Spangled Banner, and It was a
woman who started, among patriotic
socl'Hl'.fi. this crtisude for that em¬
blem's n Si'tin from degradation. The
latter, Mrs. Isabel Worrell Hall, of
Washington, yesterday talked lo ine
. t lengt.h about her ivng tlsht for a
clean flag.

A Modern Heisy rtass.
This modern IBotsy Itoss.as Inde-

<atiga:,i> a lUgpiakor as ah^ l.s a flag
detftiid'H.--.wa_s Lorn in an Illinois log
cabin. She saw her father march off
to the war of wars, and she wore the
11« fh fr-<m Ut youthful tinge-ra help¬
ing her mother neduoe all of the home
made linen to lint for soldiers' wounds.
lti'.-.r, at a eowboy girl on her father's
ranch in Kansas, i he deftly threw]the lasso nvhll v galloping over trv
pralrDs fn Via round up the h?rd.

Having tii ught tne tli-st school In
her county, and served ns clerk to tlM
Legislature, she went down Into Arl-
svina and New M xlco. to suffer many
Ilm Iri.r.adl Ii cftcaptffi w.'i '.- traveling
among wild Indians as sp-cial cqtrfcii-
porident of the Albuquerque Journal
and pioneer woman Journalist of tho
Southwest. While living In a box car,
on the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad,
while tha» l!n>-- was building, her im¬
provised dwelling was riddlAd wl'.h
bullets from hostile redskins, and al¬
though 'two others Insld* were K'H-id.
she 'Shaped unhurt. Thirty years ago
ah* return sd from the will» Slid his
b^e.n a working Journalist ever *::;-»
For twenty-one years she has wielded
her pen in the national capital, where
now etw Is on« of th» editors of the
Nat!' nal Tribune.
During h»r stirring career in t se

Routhwesl, "Mrs. Ball mn-l,; her first
flag. It was one of the old "pine tree"
des'gns and was a curiosity to the
rhi'idren of hrr desert neighborhood, |
principally Vr.ins» non.> of them
had ever seen B tree or even a plcfj-e
of one. Since then she has made a
collection of seventy-two flags, no two
«'!k«v wi'-Vh shows tV> p'd'gree of our
national emhl*m. beg-.nnlnjr with th*
banner of Ferdinand and Isabella
a'-.td that «r Caibot. Of thes* ftfty-
fnur are th* various pre^olonlal and
colonial flags planted upon our soil,
av.d eighteen are special Federal llags
tih«.t have be-?n current since the
Frars and Stripes wer» adopted, .Tune
14. 1777.

tppolnled "Patrtntle t nut rnctor."
More than a quartan* eewtury ngo

the Woman's rviuf Oorpa.to-day
l«V'10f> strong.made (fins flrgl organ¬
ized effort to teach greater respect
for the flag. Mrs. Ball was then a
rn«-mher *nd ha« f.r.."e eXTVed as d'-
ip» rrme r;t president She entered at j
or.ee into this work with vir-M. In
many States the society obtained'
permission to enher the public schools I
and .tench children the history of and
respect for lCl« flag. .In a few years
»ach d-partm-Mit of the corps appo;nt»d
a committee on "patriotic teaching"
to systematise thin work, and In 1805,
on Mrs. Ball'« motion, ea^-h depart¬
ment wa.- ordered to appoint a "pa-
tTlotic Instructor." Fh = was the first
des.gnated hi th>d society.

Setting out upon her work in th>
rational capital, she found to her rur-
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prise that only three, public s hools In
the entire city.one of them for col¬
ored children.displayed the national
banner. The flag upon each of these
buildings had been supplied by penny
subscriptions of the pupils. So she
went before Congress forthwith and
obtained an appropriation of 12."oo.
wherewith Hags were placed on ail of
the schoolhousei of Dte District -jf Co¬
lumbia. And until this day the Fed¬
eral Legislature makes an annual ap¬
propriation for the renewal of these
banners. Mrs. Ball at the same tlini
canvassed the merchants of the city
and persuaded, them to dlsivlay flags
on patriotic days. She also vrganUid
tne first Mag; da>' ceremony held at the
capital, and t'.ie inspector-general of
the army presided. These various cf-
!.>rts were practically the Inclplency of
the flag crusade In the Cnite-1 States.
No State then had a law protecting

Ihe Federal emblem from desecration.
In the early sixties President Lincoln
and Secretary Seward had protested to
Congress against improper vises of the
'lug. tut they were unheeded. In
"Sunset" r'ox. of Oh'o. introduced the
first congressional bill forbidding des¬
ecration, and two yars later Hiram
Barbaur, of the same State, introduced
another BUCh bill, but both of them
failed to pass.

Lining I'p the Mutes.
The Woman's Belief Corps represent¬

atives went to work in the lobbies of
the State Legislatures. T'pe nrsl to re
t|> r.d was that of the new State of
South Dakota, In IkST. In the same
year Minnesota and Pennsylvania fell
Into line, /ind the Sons of the Amer¬
ican Revolution Jo'.n*>a In the. crusade.
Then came Vermont, in 1S'«S, which
year was marked ul*o by the organ!-
cation of the American Flag Associa-
tlon. which has since worked zealously
to further the crusade. Laus were
passed the next' year. 1S55. by New-
York. California, New Hampshire-,
Maine. Massachusetts, Connecticut, lill-
nons and Arizona, and directly fol¬
lowed Iowa. Oregon, Indiana, Washing
ton, Colorado, Wisconsin, Michigan.
Rhode Island. Maryland. Ohio. Ctah.
New Mexico. Missouri, Delaware, Ne¬
braska and New Jersey.
The Porto Ricans. eight years ago,

did for the flag of their adoption what
the people of fifteen States have yet
failed to do for the flag of their birth.
They pnssed one of these laws forbid¬
ding the desecration of the Stars and

Stripes or its use for advertising pur-
poses. Idaho. Wyoming. Oklahoma and
Kan.sas haw- since protitfd by this ex¬
ample of our adapted brothers.

States Without ITuk Limn.
But the following St-itos have as yet

refuse.1 to do likewl-e: Virginia, West
[Virginia, the Carolinas. Alabama, Geor¬
gia. Florida. Louisiana. Mississippi,
Texas. Kentucky. Tennessee, Arkansas,
Oklahoma a-nd New Mexico. And, as
said, Uncle 5am himself Is still on this:
backward list.
Five years ago Mrs. Ball war placed

at the head of her organization's part
in this crusade for a clean national
emblem. She was made chairman "t
the national committee on desecration
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of the Mag-, and !n this capacity, backed
by an Amazon army of 165,000 women,
has lobbied before Congress for the de¬
sired law.
Another zealous worker for the tame

legislation Is William Van Zandt Cox,:
one of Washington's leading bankers,
the nephew of "Sunset" Cox.He who
Introduced the first flag bill ;n Con¬
gress. Mr. COX Is ,-hajrman of the Hagcommittee Of the Sons of the Ameri¬
can Revolution. For years he lias eol-
lected In albums hundreds of flagrant
.-xaniples of flag desecration, hardly
cne of which Is fit 'for reproduction
in an article on the subject. And tho
Daughters of the Revolution have also
their flag committee. As said, a total
Of fifty-six patriotic organizations are
now at work hammer and tongs for
State and Federal laws.

In the past year Mrs. Bnll has rtellv- jered thirty-two lectures on the subject, jeach Illustrated with the six dozen
Hags fashioned i>.v her otvn deft lingers,In the course of auch work she has
traveled hundreds oi miles, paying her j
own expenses In each Instance, and
has personally presented many Hags to
schools wherein she has talked.

Exercises In Key Mansion,
Some time ago she delivered one. ofthese lectures In Washington's historicKey mansion, the old house on tlie

north bank of the Potomac, whereindwelt Francis Scott Key, author of"The Star Spangled Banner." Here the"f. W. B. Flag Association,'1 named inher honor has for years held exercises
on flag day. until the huilding passed
recently Into new hands.

Since the crusade for a clean flagcommenced the Senate has passed a billin two Congresses, wherein the Househas refused to approve, and the Housein one Congress has passed a bill not
approved by the Senato. These bills
have forbidden the placing upon ar¬
ticles exposed for sale or display any
word, tigure or design suggesting any!lag or any coat of arms of the United
Stales. Punishment Is provided also
for mutlliatlon, defacement or Insult
to these emblems.
Two such bills are now before the

Hons... one having been introduced byRepresentative I» B. llanna. Republi¬
can, of North Dakota, and the other
by Representative J. W. Byrnes. Dem¬
ocrat, of Tennessee, whose state as yethas failed to pass stich legislation.

Those working for congressional pro¬tection of the tlag maintain that inas¬
much as the natlonnl emblem is the
creation of Federal law. It should be
protected from insult nnd commercial
degradation by Federal law.that Con¬
gress has the constitutional right ne¬
cessary for both the ndoptton and regu¬
lation of the flag's use, In other words,
if Congress has the power to create, it
must have the power to protect its
creation.
Two steps forward have been made

in this buttle by Federal authority.
Ten years ago the Commissioner of
Patents ruled that neither the natlonnl
flag nor the portrait or name of tho
President or any member of his ftim-
liy could be registered as a trade mark,
and a year later ho extended this pro«tection to the shield or groat sen! of
tho United States. rie held "that the
Introduction of the. nut tonal colors in
trnde mark designs Is against the pub¬
lic policy, cheapening the emblem in
tho eyes of the people/and taking from
Its patriotic significance and saucily."
Three years ago Congress backed up
theso rulings with a apeolllc act. And
recently the register of copyrights has
refused official protection to lllustra,-

Lecturea on the Flag.

Federal King Protection.

tions tending to cheapen the national
emblems.

F'lnu' Advertise* Heer.
"No man was over great enotight to

have his name printed npon the flap."
said President Grant. But this view is
not coincided In by n number of com¬
mercial gentlemen. notably several
brewers who nrrognte to themselves
this distinction denied to earthly mor¬
tals. A browry firm which thus deso-
eiateil the flag was recently prosecuted
by the Nebraska authorities for Viola-
lion of the State law and appealed trv
the Federal Supreme Court, which held
the law constitutional.
Recently in Detroit n liquor store

displayed the national flag as an awn¬
ing, and when the local Society of Sons
of American Revolution threatened
prosecution the prnpiletnr craftily
maintained thnt the emblem wns not
legally thai of the nation, slnco It
displayed one star less than authorized
since the admission of the last State.
Rut It haupened that th". wise framera
of the Michigan law forbade such use
of any device which, apparent to an
observer, was the national flag, re¬
gardless of its detail. And the awning
was removed.

Tn New York recently an ammonia
concern using Old Glory for an ndver-i
tisemcnt was successfully proceeded
against by the district attorney, and a

manufacturer of beds has similarly felt
the hand of the law In New Jersey.

Some Flagrant Desecrations.
When General Rugglcs. on becom¬

ing governor of the National Soldiers'
Home In Washington, tound all of the
lavatory porcelain decorated with the
American and British flags crossed he
had all of these fixtures torn out. More,
recently General John M. Wilson has
complained to Congress of similar de-jgradations of the flag In connection!
with articles sold for unmentionable:
purposes. Mrs. Ball recently laid be¬
fore Congress a list of "too examples
of lndefenslBle. use.s to which the Hag
is put," and among these are:

Flags printed on the backs of trol-;
ley transfers and containing on their
white stripes the words. "Stands for;
the best beer;" flag labels on beer anil'
ale casks and liquor bottles: flag ad¬
vertisements on thin paper wrappings
for fruit, cheeses, hams, toaps, chewing
gum. fireworks and cigars, printed let-]t< !.s on the stripes of the flag to adver-1Use all manner of foods wet and dry,
from sour mash to awnings; door mats
decorated with the flag, so as to In¬
vite all romers to trample It and defile
It with mud; political tickets using tho
Stars and Stripes as an emblem; prize
fighters' breech clouts made of Obi
Glory, and Its use to adorn represen¬
tations of and Impersonators of Uncle
Sain, or the Doddess of Liberty, at
shows or for advertising puraoses.

Impressions of Youth.
"1 was In a moving picture show

one nisiht last week when a wartime
scene was being enacted." said Mrs.
Ball. "in a mad charge the color-
bearer was shot and fell with his
clors. Just behind me was a small
boy, accompanied by his father. As
the color sergeant went down the boy
cried out. excitedly:
"'Oh. catch It: Yo all oughtn't to

let the flag touch the ground!'
"The boy's father pulled him back

Into his seat, and with a soft South-
ern drawl snld: 'It's only play, son.'
"'But, papa, they shouldn't let the

Hag touch the ground even In play,
the youngster repl'ed, earnestly. Just
then the troop charged again and
picked up the flag, and the little lad
frantically clapped his hands, as did
a lot of others.
"A member of Congress has a little

grandson about tbreo years of age.
The other night after having been put
to be ho called out: 'Mamma, If you
will Just let me have grandfather's
flag to lay my head on I won't be
afraid of the dark.'
"His mother put his head on the

flag, and when she went In a little
later she found him sound asleep with
Its folds caught under his rosy little
chin.
"Now. when these children become

old enough to pass along the streets
and rend advertisements of boer and
whiskey will they show such rever-
enee for the national emblem?

'.'How such desecrations act upon
the youthful mind was Impressed upon
mo some time ago in a free kinder¬
garten In Now York. 'Children, what

1j this?" I ask.mi. holding up the na¬
tlonnl flag. None of them replied.
"Certainly you know what this I».' 1
Insisted, and up went a little hand.

" 'That'b on Pat Shaughncssy'n
saloon,' answered the waif. 'It's paint¬
ed on the window.'

" 'Well, what Is It?- I repeated.
"'Oh, I don't know.' the lad replied

again Mt belongs to Pat Shaugh-
nessy.' "

(Copyright. 1912. by John Klfrotn
Walk Ins.)

DURHAM
[Special tu The Tlmcs-Dlspatch.]

Durham. N. C . June s_Trinity com¬
mencement was <in fur four days, 'and
with the various societies and their
branches, there were banquets galore.for two evenln-'h there were two of
these functions each evening. They
were affairs of the highest suctal or¬
der antl afforded a perfect round o£
delight to Kite mumbors and their/
young friends. The commencement
wound up Wednesday evening with,
the college reception, which was one
of the. most brilliant ever witnessed
at this Institution. Hundreds of Invl-.
tationa had been issued.
Miss Maye Howling entertained Fri¬

day afternoon, from 5 to 6;S8, lit honor
of her guest. Miss Carrie May Ben-
Oett, of Cleveland, Tenn. Heart dlce>
was the game played, and It was art.
afternoon rilled with enjoyment. Dain¬
ty refreshments were, served. Tho
guests were Misses Mary r.oomls*
Smith. Ruby Markham. Blanche Whlt-
more, Katie Ceo McKiunon. Flossie
Jeffreys. Luc.ll o Gorman. Estelle Flow¬
ers, Mary dorman, Irene Tapp. MaryTapp, of Kinston; Carolyn Tugglo. oCMartlnsvllle, Va.; Lizzie wrenn, Em¬
ma McCullen, Maggie Heflin and Lil¬
lian Bowling.

Mrs. Elisabeth Jones entertained the
Round-About Club Friday afternoon, -i
to K. at her home on East Main Street.
This was a most attractive porch par¬ty. Five tables of flinch were played.Refreshments were served in three
courses.
Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Patten und little

son. J. M.. Jr.. hav.. p.me for a month'svisit to friends and relatives In Lynch-burg, Charlottcsvlile and Richmond.
Allen Thomas has moved his familyto Raleigh, where they will reside inthu future. They left Thursday.
Miss Bertha Boughton, of the CityHigh School, domestic science depart¬ment, nnd A. H. Blngham. of the me¬chanical department, have gone toRochester and Buffalo. X. Y., respec¬tively, to spend their vacations -with,homefolks.
Misses Juanita Williams. Elsie Bar¬ker and Florence Page are spendlnprthe week In the city, the guests of.Misses Gypale and Hope Barker.
Miss I* A. Braneraft. teacher of artIn the city graded schools, left Wed¬nesday morning for her home In NewJersey to spend her vacation. She was

accompanied by her mother. Mrs. J. ML.Braneraft. and her aunt. Miss S. J.Braneraft. who have been the guestsof Mrs. A. It. Michael.
Miss Lüllau White was hostess Mon¬day morning to n number of herfriends. The occasion was a partygtven In honor of Miss Edith Page, ofNorfolk, who Is visiting Miss White.The home was tastefully/ decoratedwith sweet peas and ferns. The merrypnrty played hearts dice. Salad wasserved, followed by an Ice course. Theguests were Misses Fannie Markham,Evelyn Jones, Katie I.ee Hundley, Car¬olyn Tugglo, Mary Sapp, of K'nston;Grace Rone. Sad'e Lltch. Annie Brown:Mesdames W. w. Peele and F. S.Thomas.
Miss Susie Morgan, of Hertford, laIn the city, the guest of Mlns MnttloToms, on East Main Street.
Miss Norms Brltt has returned to.Durham from quite a lengthy stay InHenderson.

J Miss Carrie Crumpton. of Roxbaro,Is the guest of Miss Annie Rigsbee.[on Burch Avenue.
T. J. Walker, of Richmond, is 'nthe city, taking In Trinity oommence-ment In the meantime.
Miss Lillle Walker Is visiting friendsIn Goldsboro.
One of the pleasing incidents ofTrinity commencement was the ontor-talnment on Wednesday afternoon ofthe class of 1302 by Mrs. J. CrawfordB'ggs, who was a member of thatclasd. Those present were W. A. Biv-ins. of Trinity; B. 3, Yarborotigb, ofDuke; J. M. Ormond, of Htllsboro;Fred C. Odell and wife, of Greensboro;W. H. Brown, of OatesvlUe; C. L.Hornaday and wife. o£ Durham; H. I.Devycr. of Wlnston-Salem; Miss Lila.Markham, Miss Elnni McCleea and Ka-

j tie Johnson, of Durham. The home
was beautifully decorated for the oc¬casion. Mrs. Fred C. Odell servedpunch. Tho feature of the afternoon
was r cobweb party, and tho web ledto a souvenir for each guest. There
were happy toasts, during the four-
course luncheon which was served. It
was the tenth anniversary of the class.and a large cake was cut. In which.tho guests found rings and thimbles
and such prizes. This cake was or¬
namented before the cutting by tenlighted candles. They then drank tho
loving cup and sang "Auld LangSyne." The class attended Trinity
commenooment and was given seats ofhonor.
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